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fitted and well equipped and was * preparing for business.3
They must look (wrote the Emperor) on their developing
fleets as * one great organisation.' They were the rulers
of the two great combinations: namely, Russia and France,
and the Triple Alliance: these five Powers had the peace
of the world in their keeping. Only eighteen months
ago he had declared that with Germany and England in
alliance c not a mouse could stir in Europe ' without
their permission. Now that plan was scrapped and here
was a new one. It was England who was being encircled
by the continental combination, and the English mice
who must be immobile. This idea soon developed
further in the Admiral's mind.1 Still fretting a little at
the want of confidence shown him by the English, he
went to Sandringham for his uncle's birthday. Mr.
Chamberlain was among the guests: no doubt the King
thought that a meeting under his roof would symbolise
reconciliation. There was shooting by day and music
and acting and conjuring tricks in the evening, and after
a week of family life the Emperor stayed for five days
more with his friend Lord Lonsdale, and embarked on
the Hohenzollern at Queensferry on the Firth of Forth.
Baron Eckardstein gives a curious story that ' as he
disappeared on board his yacht, King Edward was heard
to breathe " Thank God he's gone." ' 2 The King may
have felt that, but he could scarcely have seen him
disappear on board his yacht, for he was at Windsor
entertaining the King of Portugal. Geography forbids.

1 Willy-Nicky Letters, pp. 89, 90.                       2 Eckardstein, p, 245-.